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To the READER. 


HE Honourable Gentleman, 

to whom the following Let- 

ters were addreſſed, has ſent Copies | 
of them to the Publiſher, with a view 
of diſcovering the Sentiments of the 
Public on this important Matter. 
He has defired no Alteration may 
be made in the Language or Senti- 
ment, but that the Farmer, with all 
his Faults, may be left to ſpeak for 
himſelf; and the Public may be aſ- 


{ured this has been — com- 
plied with. 


THREE LET TERS 
TO 


A Member of the Honourable 
Houſe of Commons. 


eenndanagan ness SETSSES 
The Frags LeTTER, 


Honourable Sir, 


\ LETTER, (and of this length too) 


from a Man in my Situation to a 
Member of the Honourable Houle 


of Commons, may ſome what farprize you ; 
and yet when I aſſure you there s no 18 
in it for Place or Penſion, but that it 18 
aimed at leaſt for the Good of out Country, 
B | 1 
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1 flatter ay —— is "ey 
it thro' ; and tho" from your Know 
my Inability to produes what may be? " 
your Attention, you will 1 fear real it with 
a Prepoſſefſion againſt, rather than for it; 
yet, I truſt the Matter of it is of Conſe- 
quence enough to rouze [every Engliſhman 
to due Conſideration; and if Truth and Rea- 
ſon happen to be the Produce of the Pen of 
a a poor illiterate Farmer, (who not from any 
finiſter motive, but meerly with a View to 
the Common-weal, ventures out of his 
Sphere, and dares to give his Sentiments on 
important Subjects, to one whoſe Know- 
ledge is greatly ſuperior to his own) it may 
perhaps deſerve a ſecond Peruſal ; this how- 
ever you'll be the Judge of, and after once 
reading commit it to the Flames, if you 
ſhall eſteem it worthy no better a Fate, — 
Without further Preface, therefore, I ſhall 
enter on the Buſineſs of this Letter, only 
premiſing that neither proper Method nor 
Language is to be expected from one bred 
to the Plough, and who has very few Traces 
about him of the ſcanty Portions of Gram- 
mar he once obtained at a Country Free- 

School 


JI" d UVV 
School near the Place of his Birth. I muſt 
alſo here remind you, that I am as totally 


fore me, as any other Engli/hman can be; 
for tho I call myſelf a Farmer, yet I rather 
aſſume - the Name from what I have been, 
than from what I am, as I have now in my 
own Hands only half a dozen Fields, occu- 
pied by way of Amuſement, rather than 
with a View to Profit ; Providence having 


in my old Age enabled me to lire without 


e, 


It is now, and has beck indeed for . 
Tears, the Subject of univerſal Lamentation, 

that Proviſions in general bear an excebltant 
Price, and indeed ſo far is it now carried, 
that even. thoſe of moderate Fortunes feel 
the Conſequences of it very ſeriouſly : what 
then muſt be the Caſe with the Poor, thoſe 


moſt uſeful Members of the Community? 
Their Madneſs in tumultuous Riſing in dif- 


ferent Parts of the Kingdom, gives the beſt 
Anſwer to this Queſtion, and demonſtrates 
the Deſperation they feel; for what elſe but 


deſperate Madneſs can poſſibly urge People 
B 2 to 


diſintereſted with reſpect to the Subject be- 
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(.4) 
to riſk their Lives in the Execution of Pur- 
poſes, which, if executed ſafely, would only 
tend to encreaſe the Evils they complain of 2 

It never can be thought the Effect of ſober | 
Reaſon, to aſſemble in Mobs, and to de- 
ſtcoy Barns, Granarjes, Corn, Meal, and 
Mills, with a View to ring about national 
Plenty; on the contrary, tis plain to com- 
mon Senſe, all theſe Steps naturally tend to 
produce general Confuſion, Want, and Di- 

fires, and therefore I call them deſperately 
mad. But you will ſay, Why do you en- 
deavour to point out an Evil known to 
every Man 7 and that Methods have been 
taken, and are taking to obviate the prima- 
ry Evil, Scarcity ; and the Effects will ceaſe 
| with the Cauſe. ?Tis true, Methods have 
IM been taken, and are taking for this purpoſe, 
but that theſe Methods either ſingly, or all 
together, are inſufficient to obtain the End 
in view, is what I mean to ſhew you; and 
that one may be found amply. ſufficient, 
which has never yet been attempted, or-I 
believe even thought of, and which will 
certainly not only remedy the preſent Grie- 


page, bur prevent 8 Poſſibility of its Returg, 
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i I cav-d this, I believe you will not res 


pent the Trouble you take in perufing; this 
Letter; and I am ſure your Regard: for your 
Country will compel. you to exert. yourſelf in 
Parliament, that Plenty (unleſs Providence 
has determined to deſtroy us) _ be w 
bliſhed by Lay. 2 | 


. To purſue my Plan as e _ I 
can, I will ſingly and ſhortly treat of all the 
Means already attempted, or which I have 
heard are intended to be attempted, or ever 
talked of being try'd,: to remove the Evil 
complain'd of: The firſt, as it is the Act of 


the Legiſlature, and therefore I put it firſt, 


is the Law againſt Foreſtallers, Engroſſers, 
and Regrators; and far be it from me ſo 


much to cenſure the Wiſdom of the Legiſ- 


lature, as to ſuppoſe theſe Laws well exe- 
cuted, will not be of ſome publick Advan- 
tage; but yet I may modeſtly venture to 
ſay, that notwithſtanding the Execution of 
theſe Laws, if there be a real national Scar. 
city, Proviſions will be dear, and if there 
be a real national Plenty, Proviſions will be 


cheap, whether they be executed or not; ſo 
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that this is far from adequate to the Purpoſe 


with'd for ; and as the Good of 'the whole 
State ought to be the Object of Legiſlation, 


and not the Good of a Part, I could 1 be- 


lieve undertake to prove, that the only 
Times in which theſe Laws can be of much 
uſe, are Times of partial Plenty, and partial 
Scarcity ; and that in thoſe Times, if they 


are beneficial to one County, they are in 
equal Proportion prejudicial to another; but 


this being befide my Plan, I ſhall at n 
omit * 


The ſecond Method taken by the Legit 


lature, is the-Licenſing Badgers of Corn, and 
the third for fixing the Mcaſure of Corn to one 


Standard, but both theſe Schemes are under 
the fame Predicament with the Laws againſt 
Foreſtallers, and can be of no additional uſe ; 
for it there be a general Plenty, let who will 
buy or carry Corn, or however it be mea- 
ſured, it will be cheap ; if there be a general 
Scarcity it will be dear; beſides all the 


World knows that theſe Laws are not now, 


nor ever have been obeyed; eſpecially that 


albenaining the Meaſure of Corn; and tha» = 


Badgers 
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Badpers are licenſed at the Seſſiom, yet it d 


done in ſo private a Manner, and oſten even 


at Days fixed by Ajournment, that there is 
no Opportunity given to oppole the granting 
a Licence, tho the Badger has eyer fo oſten 
forfeited his Recognizance ; but this is alſo 
fareign to my Purpoſe, and therefore I ſay 
no more upon it; tis ſufficient for me that 


theſe Means neither ſingly, nor all n 


can affect materially the Heer of Corn. 

To allow of Exportation of Conn wike . 
Bounty, and of Importation at the ſame 
Time Duty free, which was lately at- 
tempted, as it was the Act of the Legiſla- 
ture, I will not venture to deſcant upen 3 
but upon the Face of it, it appears in my 
Apprehenſion very inadequate to anſwer the 
End deſired, and in Fact it proved ſo, 


The Acts for prohibiting the Exportation . 
of Corn for a limited Time, have been A 


| temporary Relief, but alſo a temporary Inju, - 


ry to the Trade of the Nation; and in ſuch . 
Times, tho' they may have prevented a very - 
conſiderable Riſe in the Price of Corn; yet 
they have never conſiderably lowered- it; 


(8) 
but on the contrary have often given a Ha- 


dle to griping Farmers, to keep back their 
Corn from Sale, and to hold up the Prite 
under Pretence of Scarcty, tho' in Truth 
there was Plenty for enen, 
"Whether a late Prockatination was 2 
9 legal or no, I will not preſume to 
fay, tho' I own it appears not plain to me, 
bow any Authority can prohibft conſtituti- 
onally the Exportation of any Commodity, 
which an Act of the whole Legiſlature has 
not only permitted, but encouraged by 4 
Bounty, while that Act is in full Force ; ; 
however, I will neither venture to argue 
for, or againſt the Lawfulneſs of it, leſt I 
ſhould unwillingly err, in going with the 
Cobler beyond my Laſt; the Effects are all 
J have to do with, and they will ſpeak fok 
themſelves. No ſooner, was this Proclama- 
tion iſſued, but the Price of Corn roſe all 
over the Kirigdom ; and many Markets 
that before were well ſtock d with Wheat 
on every Market-Day, did not produce luf- | 
ficient for the Conſumption of the Neigh- 
bourliood ; and ſome to my Kaowledge had 
not 
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in, hem for ſeveraF Weeks together: nay 


the Farmeis inmy Neighhourhood; whohad 
never complain d of their Crop, #hd'whot 
had no doubt but there was Corn enough 
in che Kingdom ſufficient for two years 
Home Conſumptiori, immediately preteno 
det to apprehend à Stearvity; and refuſed to 
fell at the Price they freely fold the Markets! 
Day preceding, ſo tllat either the Royal Au- 
tority eonvinced-thehn' that there was not 
Com enough in the Kingdom fbr a Year, 
or they anfully 1 be ſo canvin· | 
del b 2 171. „iti YO $69 20s; 21 or 
121770 * v1 3 a? 92:21 19 
| Having thus eonieninedithe Metheds al- | 
ready uſed for loweritig the Price of Corn, 
(upon which I'believe' the Price of ocher 


Proviſſons im a great Meaſure depends) and 


found them all ĩneffectual, and ſome pre- 


judicial, as rather naturally tending to en- 


hance than to leſſen the Prices, I vill no- 
a little animadvert on the Schemes thrown” 


out, in News Papers and Pampfilets, by 


n C ſame 
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the: Diſcontent. of the People, and ſoment 
their Rage till it ripgens ine Nr and 


2 Mabbings. 


The firſt SubjeR of Abuſe is the RD 
given for the Exportation of Corn, to Which 
they attribute all, che Evils the Poor com: 
plain of; why; fay they, ſuo ald the Natibm 
pay for carrying away our Corn, which 
noceſſarily raiſes the Price to he Poor at; 
Home ?. The Anſwer is plain; before this 
Bounty v4 granted by Parliament on Corn 
exported, the Poor of this Kingdom ſeatce 
ever ate Wheaten Bread; tis to this Bounty s 
having enertaſed the Cultivation and Manu- 
ring of Lands, that Wheatis even now ſogaſy: 
ta be gotten as ĩt is, in What we ungratefully 
term a Scarcity, nay ſame have called a 
Famine, but what our Fathers would have 
conſidered as a Time of the greateſt Plenty. 


To. prove this, we have hut to remember 


what Arceunts we have of the Prices of: 
Corn, for ſome Time before the Revolu-, 
tion; 


tiong the. (Medium Nominal) rige un- 
then as high ag What wemow complain of; 
and Lcall it the Nominal. Price, berauſe the 
Value of Money. is leſſen d one half fince 
that Hime, and therefore tho”. nominally 
the then Medium Price as the ſame a8 in 
this Time af ſuppoſed dcareity, yet ĩt was in 
Fact eqpal; to Tauenty Four Pounds by che 
Load, fog Wheat af pur Money; and it was 
impoſſiblæ, when the Price of Labour was 
er confideraþly, leſs, ihat che Pot at tha 
Time could purchaſe Wheat for Bread 5 


but when the Bounty, ook place, more 


Lands Were immediately cultivated 3 the 
Lands: before cultivated were. bettex many» 
red the Eng. io Farmets began 46 culſir 
vate fur che World, inſtead of Home · Con- 
ſumpiiqꝝ; and the Kingdom ſoon ore a 


different Aſpect; the Poor not only could 


affor} ont of their former Wages o buy 


Wheat for Bread as well as the Gentlemen, 


hut as there was. morę to do for the Poor, 
in Conſequeace of greater Crops, their 
Wages: were ra. A in oider to encQurage 


C 3 them 
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them to labour more chearfully ; and in 
Conſequence of this ſingle political Stroke 
of our Legiſlature,” not a Perſon in the 
Kingdom but ' reaped an Advantage; the 
Lands became more valuable to the · Land- 
lord; the Farmer paid more Rent, and yet 
got richer; the Labourer had better 
Wages, and better Bread alſo, and that at 
a leſs Price than before; the Merchant 
gained by the Exportation; the Mariners 
were better employed, and Sbip-Building 
encreaſed; which laſt includes the Encou- 
ragement of a numerous, and very uſeful 
Set of Men to this Kingdom; and the Bal- 
lance of the Nation's Trade with foreign 
States was encreafed by all the Value of the 
Corn exported; and it is to be added to all 
+ Thefe National Advantages, that from the 
Time the Bounty on Exportation too place 
to this Day, the Medium Price for Wheat 
Has not been more than Eight Pounds a 
Load, which upon the Buppoſition of 
Mone ys being leſſened One Half in Value, 
is not more chan One Third of che Price 
4 be forg 
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before the Legiſlature wk this Methics of 
encouraging Agricultüre? In this Plate n 
oughit to be obſerv ꝗ to chat, 2 
before, we had real Famines in the 

for when we coltivatett' only fot Home- 
Codſt urtiptionr, if the Year r Was unkind" and 
the Crop fel ſhort, real Want enfusd af 
courſe but in the worſt of Years t that ever 
Has ſince happened, when we have. mur- 


mur'd ever fo loudly, we hav always had 


more than enough for ourſe ves. And 
| "ſhall we be mob'd our of theſe public and 


private Advantages? or ſhall we be preach ; 


out of them by Seriblers in News Papers, 

and Pamphlets, ' ſent into the World' by 
Perſons oho write in Compliance with the 
"Taſte of the Times, and publiſh only hat 
' they may eat? Forbid it the Wiſdom of 
che Britiſh Parliament ; for who cat ſay, 

but Witf the Cauſe the Effects may ceaſe ; 

and as it Would be an Experiment of the 
- moſt dangerous kind to ſlacken the Sine ws 
of Induſtry and Huſbandry, (which ought 
rather to be encouraged to * for 


ever 
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ever ſo ſhort à Time, I hope it Will never 


be attempred for jt can poſſibly anſuer 
nagen end: Exportation may benrgftrained 
by Parliament, when found abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary at any Time, and this being, dang 
anly for 2 limited Time, does not takę 
away the Farmer's ExpeRacians;faranpther 
Year ; 5 but the taking off the Bounty abſo- 
lotely, tho“ but to try the Experiment, 
would deprive . the Huſbandman of his 
accuſtom'd Hopesz his Induſtry, would 
naturallylanguiſh, he would dill hisGrouads 


in a Worſe way, bad Soils which want 


expenſive Manurings and laborious Tillage 


. would be thrown up, and run again into 


Wood, Furze or Heath, according to their 
Nature; and the beſt Land would not 


| Produce Half 2 Crop for want of Manure, ; 


and what may he the Conſequences of thaſo 


' things in one bad Year God only knows, 
perhaps a real, Famine, which. our preſent 
Murmurings moſt xightcouſly deſerve, and 


which: we ought with moſt fervent Prayers 


10 8 I preſumę enough has been 


my RV» % 9 wm wc 


. oy 
ſaid an This Head, not only toe ſ¹ How? 
inadequhte tha Scheme of taking off the 
Bounty on Exportation of Corn would be- 


to leſſen tha Price of Proviſidns, but I ap< 


prehend een to demonſtrate the greateſr 
Danger from it, of introducing real Wang 
from trying it as an Experiment only. 
And yerl believe, thai if the Propoſal I have 
to make be accepted, and carried into 
Execution by an Act of Parliament, not 2 
Farmer in England would complain at tlie 
Bounty's ceaſing whenever Wheat ſhall be 
above Ten Pounds per Load; but of that 
in-it's s proper Place. | 


7 


eee is the ee of 


Farms; this is I confeſs an Evil, but per- 


haps not in the Light repreſented, that is, 
28 to increaſing the Price of Provifions ; tis 
a;parochial, if I mayſo diſtinguiſh it, rather 
than a national Evil; for tho' by the en- 
groſſing of many Farms into one Hand, 
there are fewer People left capable of 
bearing parochial Burthens, ſuch as executing 
Pariſh 
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Pariſh Offices, and paying to the Relicfiof 
the Poor, &c. yet I can by no means ſee, but 
the Man who has moſt Rent, and moſt: 
Tiadeſmen, Laboaurers, and Setvants. to; 
pay, muſt have moſt Ofcafion fpetdily to 
make Money of his Corn, unlefs he be a 
rich as Cræſus; and if he be, and may 
therefore be ſuppoſed: to keep Mis Corn. 
back, I always look d upon a rich Farmer 
as 2 publick Benefit, and à poor one as a 
publick Miſchief; for the rich Farmer can 
well ſtock and manure his Ground, and 
thereby make it produce for public Uſe: 
twice as much as a poor Fellow who can do 
neither; and tho' he may for a Time keep 
hack his Corn, he muſt at laſt produce it, and 
ſell as the Markets go; but as to his live 
Stock, as ſuch an one generally is full 
ſtocked, he muſt ſell his Lambs, his Sheep, 

bis Calves, his Oxen, and Cows when fat; 
becauſe he as much wants to be rid of them 
when fit, as the Publick would wiſh him; 
for if he keeps thoſe from Market his Feed 
muſt fail him, and he thereby will not! 

[7 1 only fe 
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6aly leffen the Value of his preſent fat Gil 
tle, but alſo deprive himſelf of making fit” 
for Sale thoſe next to come in; whereas the 
poor Farmer not having half a live Stock, 
may keep them back without ſuffering in 
that Way at leaſt, Upon the whole of this 
Article, if I may venture to, judge from long 
Experience, I think it may be for the pub- 
lick Good, to reſtrain the Engrofling of 
Farms in ſome Degree, but not to ſuch a 
Degree as to get Farnis into the Hands of 
thoſe Men, who are unable to make them 
produce the moſt they are capable of; and 
I believe I may fafely ſay, it is not in the 
Power of all the great Farmers in Ergland 
to raiſe the Price of Wheat Ten Shillings a 
Load, and at the fame Time in the Nature of 
Thiugs they muſt tend to leſſen the Price of 
Mutton; Lamb, Beef, and Veal, which is as ef- 
ſential to the Intereſt of the Publick, as the 
Price of Bread itfelf; ſo that whatever the Le- 
gillature may ſee fit to do in this Reſpect, Pro- 
viſions in general will not be much affected 
thereby. 


There ĩs alſo a Clamour againſt Farmers 
5 by Sample, and not ↄtinging all the 
8 D Corn 
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Corn they ſell to 4 publick Market; this 
1 confeſs wants ſome Regulation, but not 
in the Way generally ſuppoſed; it more 
wants to be regulated for the Benefit of the 
Farmer than the Conſumer of Grain; and 
J am ready to point out the Remedy when- 
ever required; in the mean Time I muſt 
ſhew, that this can in no ſenſible Degree, 
affect the Price of Corn, And in the Name 
of Common Senſe, how will the Farmer's 
ſpending that Time of his Man and Horſes, 
in carrying his Corn to an uncertain Mar- 
ket, which ought to be employed in plough- 
ing his Fallows, or fetching his Dung from 
2 Diſtance, tend to leſſen the Price of Corn? 
if he neglects a Day in theſe neceſſary Buſi- 
neſſes, the Crop of next Year muſt ſuffer, 
which will not add to Plenty; and if he is 
to keep more Men and Horſes, he muſt 
have a better Price for his Commodities ; ſo 
that in neither Light will this be the Means. 
of leſſening the Price. 


Another Charge upon the Farmers is, 


that they combine together to withhold 


Proviſions, and thereby occaſion an apparent 
Scarcity; 


(ig) 


Scarcity; but this is too abſurd to be ſeri- 


ouſly treated: What! more than Two Hun- 
dred Thouſand People, moſt of whom have 
preſſing Landlords, .greedy Tradeſmen, and 
hungry Labourers to fatisfy, withholding 
from Market the only Commodities they 
have wherewith to raiſe Money for .the Cra- 
vings of ſo many ? 'tis impoſſible : A few o” 


the-richeſt may keep back for a Time; but 
that can Eras {mall Conſequences only ; 
and in the End even all the Commodities of 
ſuch} muſt be ſed to Sale, and if at one 

Time the eic with] Iding has any Effect, their 


offering to Sale at another Time muſt have 
3 contrary my 


That Mile and 1 may tt 
1s more probable than that Farmers can, be- 
cauſe their Number is ſmaller; but that 
even theſe do, is to me hardly ſuppoſeable; 


and if they do, the Effect can't be of much 


Importance ; the Intereſt of theſe is in ge- 


neral oppoſite to that of the Farmer, for of 


him they buy as cheap as they can, tho' 
they with to ſell as dear as poſſible ; but the 


D 2 * 


(#9) 
| Legiſlature has already remedied this Evil 
by fixing the Price of Bread in rere ˖0 


the Pri rice of Wheat, 


Thu: have we I think on fair Examina- 
tion found all theſe Clamours to be built 
upon the Sand, and that no Remedy for the 
publick Evil can be diſcovered by theſe 
Means ; for which Reaſon I doubt not the 
Wiſdom of the Legiſlature has hitherto diſ- 
regarded them; and to me it appears plain, 
that a Surgeon | would act as wiſely by his 
Patient, in applying a Plaiſter to his Foot, 
in Order to cure a Wound in the Head, 
theſe Empirics would do by the State, in 
ſeeking a Remedy from either, or al of 
theſe Quarters, 


But there is one n ſomething more 
ſpecious, and that is parcelling out the King 's 
oreſts, and granting them to private ] Per. 
ſons, upon Condition of Encloſure and Cul- 
tivation, and ſubject to annual Rents to the. 
Crown: And that this may be'of ſome pub- 
lick Utility I will not deny ; but that it 
would be a Remedy of ſufficient Power to 
| remove the Diſeaſe, and prevent its Return, 


1 


io 


7 
appears: 49 me no Way probable ; for the 
Quantity of Land capable of Cultivation, 


bit, when yon dedu& from thence the Lok 
of Timber ; an Article eſſentially neceſſary 
to the Security of the Kingdom, and the 
Number of black Cattle contigually rifng, 
and the Hogs annually fatted there, for the 


publick | Uſe, 


Thus have IT endeavoured to ſhew you, 
Sir, that tho? there is a ſenſible Decreaſe in 
the State, yet no rational Means of Cure 
have ever yet been propoſed ; for under ſome 
of the Heads I have ſhortly diſcuſſed, come 
all the Complaints I have read, or heard, 


touching -the Price of Provjſions z and all 


the Remedies I have known propoſed for 
Removal of the Evil; and yet you will fay, 
I have dove nothing by all this of any pub- 
lick U'., nleſs J can point out a Remedy 
more effectual; this I ſat out with a Pro- 
miſe of dving, but as this Letter has already 
been d:awn out into a tedious Length, [ 
7 for the preſent leave you with this 
only,! ſufficient enough of itſelf I fear to 


tis 
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would not greatly add to the publick Boge- 
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tire your Patience, and give the Remainder 
in another Letter, if after this Sample, you 
ſignify your Inclinations to ſee another: 
being now ſufficiently tired with Writing, 
a Buſineſs ſo out of my uſual Way, and 
Sleep very powerfully obtruding itſelf upon 
me, it being very near the Midnight Hour, 


' I am, Ge. 


A FARMER; 


| The Second LETTER, 


5 Sir, 


) "op UR Condeſcenſion in not only 
peruſing my firſt Letter, but com- 
manding me to finiſh my Plan, en- 

courages me to proceed with Alacrity; and 

I therefore now fit down to complete my 

Purpoſe, which I ſhall do with the fame 

Freedom I uſed- ia my laſt, and as conciſe 

as an old Man can' be, when talking on a 

favourite Subject, for ſuch I confeſs the En- 

couragement'of Agriculture is to me, altho* 
it be now no longer my Employment. 


| You know, Sir, for many Years, per- 
4 haps for Centuries, (for I never could diſco- 
ver how long) I and my Forefathers had the 
Honour of being Tenants to you and your 
Anceſtors, in the Pariſh of — — 
Our Farm was not large, but ſufficient fully 


— , 
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to em ploy two Teams of Horſes; my Fa? 


ther work'd hard and was ſober, and Proviz 


dence fo far profpered him that he was al. 
ways able regularly to pay his Rent, and 


gradually encreaſed his Stock; at length 


about the Time' of his Dcath, we had a 
moderate Stock on the Land, and as I en- 
deavoured to tread in my Father's Steps; al- 
tho” at this Time a conſiderable Enereaſe of 
Rent was required, yet, as from my better 
Stock, I was enabled to make more of my 
Farm, I throve notwithſtanding my ad- 
vanced Rent; I always regularly paid you, 
Sir, as you will do me the Juſtice to ac- 
knowledge, and ] ſoon diſencumbered myſelf 
of a Siſter's Portion, which was all the Bur- 
then left upon my Stock by my Father. 
When this was done, as I ſtill continued 

my Induſtry, I found myſelf grow richer ; 
and at the End of each Year, I found I had 
Money left in my Hands, more than an- 
ſwered my Rent and Expences. I had 
now a long Leaſe before me, and therefore, 
encreaſed my Stock to the full, and all the 
Refidue of my Money I laid out in Manure; 
to the Amount ſometimes of two, and ſome-, 


times three Hundred Pounds in a Year. 
Providence 


(us) 
Providence ivas pleaſed to ſiile « on i my Ec 
deavours, and I ſoon found à very conſt 
derable Advantage from it; I how enctcaſed 


my Wealth faſt; for in Conſequence of 


theſe additional Charges, my Farm brougłit 
me ſome Yeats more than double what it 
produced before; and iti the worſt Years 
mere thari enough to compenſate my en- 
creaſed Expences: You, Sir, were pleaſed to 
ſee-me thrive, and at the End of 'my Leaſe 
genetouſly offer d me another at the fame 
Rent; but as I was in the middle of Life 


when my Fathief died, and had now myſelf | 


wotri out a Leafe for twenty-one Yeats, 
and was therefbfe far advanced towards 


old Age; arid as I had obtain'd a Conipe- | 


tency, and had no S6n to ſucceed me, I 
declin'd accepting your kind Offer. Till 


this Period of my Life I had turned my 


Thoughts only to my Buſineſs, without 
looking abroad itito' the World; I kiiew 


the Farmers in our Pariſh were alf getting 4 


tick as well as myfelf ; that even out La- 
bourers were cafy and happy and owe 
K por 


* 
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poors Rates were very trifling, as we had 
only a few old and impotent Perſans to 
maintain, who were paſt their Labour, and 
thoſe we ſupported as well as ever they 
were able in their younger Days to ſupport 
themſelves: All. this I knew, and I knew 
alſo this was not the Caſe in the Neighbour- 
ing Pariſhes; and I obſerv'd, that tho! in all 
my Time neither you, your Father, nar 
Grandfather ever once loſt, or were delay'd 
in the Payment of any Rent, yet the Caſe 
was very different. with the Gentlemen 
round you; their Farmers were always 
| needy, and had a hard Scuffle to live; their 
Pariſhes were poor, their Labourers miſe- 
rable, and their poors Rates. high; but 
tho” I knew and obſerv'd all this, my 
Thoughts were too much employ'd in my 
own Concerns, to reaſon about the different 
Cauſes, which produced theſe very oppofite 
Effects; but no fooner was I diſengaged 
from * Buſineſs, than my Mind, naturally 
active, being ſtrongly ſtruck with the gla- 
ring Contraſt, could not be ſatisfied withovt 
an 
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an Enquiry into this Matter: at firſt L im⸗ 
puted it to the Farms being renzed too 
dearly; or to, ba a had Sail, that would 
produce nothing tho ever ſo well cultiyated; 
and therefore to ſatisfy my Curioſity I viſi- 
ted all che Pariſhes round me; but to my 
Surprize I found not a Farm dearer rented 
than that which I had occupied, and the 
Soil in many Places much better; but the 
Occupiers of the Farms I viſited and their 
Pariſhes were all poor, and will be poor till 
Doomſday, unleſs the Legiſlature ſhall pleaſe 
to do ſomething for their Relief. I en- 
quired into the Cauſe of their Poverty, told 
them they did not keep ſufficient Stocks to 
make the moſt 'of their Ground, and that 
they did not manure ſufficiently ; but the 
only Anſwer I could get from them was, 
they had not Money to do it; it might.per- 
haps anſwer very well, and they would 
try it if they could, Amaz'd at this difference 
and not able to diſcover what went in 
ſearch of, I return d to my Home; and 


alter long pondering to no Purpoſe, and 
6 N E 2 determin'd 


42 
determin'd if poſſible not to be baulk'd, | 
pifited a Farmer a few Miles from me, 
Who 'rented a Farm of two Hundred 
Pounds'a Year, which you know, Sir, was 
che ſame Rent I had paid to you; and as I 
had heard he was a very honeſt and in: 


duſtrious Man, I offer'd to board with him; 


this he agreed to, and I attended his Buſi- 
nefs as cloſely as ever I did my own, I 
found his Fallows well managed, and in 
ſhort che Buſineſs of the Plough was all 
done to my Satisfaction; I found he had 
double the Quantity of Land for the Money 
I had had, and that tho' ſome was a poor 
Soil, yet he had much more good Ground 
than was in the Farm I had thriven upon, 


and therefore I could ſee no reaſon why he 


ſhould not get rich if he purſued the ſame 
ſteps with me: I lent him. an Hundred 
Pounds to expend in Manure, but *twas with 
fomeReluRance he ventur'd at it; however, 
venture at laſt he did, and I ſaw the Wheats 
Laying well manured; and encouraged 


by my own experience, I expeſted a great 
Advantage 
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Advantage to ariſe to him from it. I ftay'd 
with him till almoſt Harveſt, and he had 
the Proſpe& of a fine Crop; hut at that 
Time my own Affairs called me from Him 
for about three Months ; when I return'd, 
tho I ſaw his Barns full and one Reek of 
Wheat, which he never had before; yet it 
did not anfwer my ExpeRations as to Quan- 
tity, from the Appearance it had on the 
Ground; however I waited the Sale of the 
Crop, and found by comparing the Produce 
of the Year before, with that of the then 
preſent Year, (for the Farmer kept good 
Accounts,) he had not received above 
Threeſcore Pounds more, tho? he had ra- 
ther a great Laying, and better Ground in 
the laſtthanthefirſtYear; the poor Man upon 
this was almoſt inconſolable, for here were 
Forty Pounds as he thought ſunk in. Manure 
befides the additional Labour; I comforted 
him as well as I could by aſſuring him his 
Lent Grain and his Graſs Seeds would ſhew 
him the Advantage of his Manure, and at 
leaſt make the Matter even; and J told him 


if 


(39: )) 
I it did not turn out to my ExpeRatiops 1 
would bear what ſhould happen to be che 
Leſs myſelf. Encouraged by this he prop 
ceeded with his Buſineſs, but without 
Manure, except what was mage on the 
Farm, and I determined to continue with 
him this Year alſo. I would have advanced 
him more Money, but he would not accept 
of it, till he faw the ultimate Conſequence 
of the laſt Project: He huſbanded his 
Ground very well, and ſowed his Barley 
and Graſs Sceds in good Order, and eyery 
thing ſcem'd to proſper to my Wiſhes : He 
had a good Appearance of Barley upon the 
Ground, and the Graſs Secds were well 
taken ; and as the Harveſt drew near his 
Chearfulneſs encreaſed, and he began to 
repent he had not manur'd this Year alſo, as 
I had offer'd him Money to enable him fo 
to do: I ſaw the Barley mowed, and he had 
a better Crop than ever he had before; but 
no ſooner was the Corn ready to he carried, 
when I ſaw a Stranger ſetting Sticks upon 
every Tenth Cock, and in that Inſtant the 
Idea 
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Tythein Kind is che Ruin of Agrioulture, the 
Source of the Poverty of Farmets, of Land- 
lords. lofing their Rent, of wretched 
Pariſhes, of Diſtreſſes of the Poor, and all 
publie Evils complain'd of. Convinced at 
once this was the ſole Difference between 
the Pariſh I was now in, and chat in which = 
I formerly lived, for there only an arinudl 
Sum of Money was paid and no Tythe taken 
up in Kind, I determin'd to - purſue the 
Thought, and examine it to the Bottom : 
and with that view I waited the Event of 
the poor Farmer's Account; and upon a fair 
Balance it appear d that in three Vea he 
gain'd by manuring only Twenty Pounds 
and Ten Shillings, which was only Five 
Pounds and Ten Shillings Profit if I may 
call it ſo, for all his Additional Labour, and 
the Wear of his Cattle, Wheels, and Gear 
of all Sorts, Fifteen Pounds being to be al- 


low'd him ſor the Intereſt of the Moneys 


[ 
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(32) 
| Tnow return'd Home ſatisfied in my o 
mind, that where Farmers cannot well 
manure they muſt be poor; and that where 


Tythe is taken in Kind they carinot manure 


to any Advantage worth ſpeaking of; and 


ET are poor all other Evils 
llow of courſe to their Landlords, and 


their Pariſhes, But I could not long be 


contented without a further Search, fearing 


I might have too haſtily concluded; and I 
travell'd from Home into ſeveral diſtant 
Counties, merely with a view of ſecing if 
theſe Conſequences were invariably the 
ſame; and in a Tour of Two Hundred 
Miles I every where found the ſame diffetent 
EffeRs, conſtantly following the ſame dif- 


ferent Courſes : In particular I arrived at # 
pleaſant Country Village Weſt of London 


about two Days Journey, and being fatigued 
with too much Riding, I detetmin'd toſpend 
ſeveral Days in it; I did fo, and did not 
repent it; for here I ſaw the Truth of the 


concluſion in one view, lodg'd in an Inf 


near a ſmall River, which was a Boundary 
between 


er 


between two Pariſhes : In one of theſe} 
which was that in which I lodg'd, the Lord 
of the Manor, who has à very fine Eſtate 
there, holds the Tythes by Leaſe. from ſome 
Dean and Chapter, and inſtead of taking 
vp the Tythes in Kind, he has fixed a certain 
Portion of the annual Rent of Lands to be 
paid, even by thoſe who are not his own 
Tenants ; and here I found Cultivation and 
Manuring catried on to the gteateſt height, 
not à fingle Farmer, in this Parifli, who. is 
not already rich or getting fo àpace; not æ 
common Tradeſman who has not his 
Hundreds, and many their Thouſands; the 
Labourers are chearful, and live well, 
none of them but have as good Bread AT: 
the Lord of the Manor himſelf, and none 
of them but lias his het Meal of Meat every 
Day, and good Beer brew'd in his own 
Houfe ; there are a few old and impotent 
People in their poors Houſe, and they are 
I maintain'd as well as ever they lived in 
I their Days; in ſhort; from the higheſt to the 
loweſt all appear happy, and no Murmurs 
ben FA | F Or 
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(34) 
or Niſcantents, much leſs Mobs and Riots 
are.-heard. of amongſt them even in theſe 
Times: Bit croſs the Riyulet and the Scene 
is changed ; Poverty and Diſtrefs ſtare you 
in the Face at once; there are no rich 


Farmers; the little Tradeſmen are wretch- 


edly poor, the Labourers and their Fami- 
lies are miſerable ; the Poors-houſe is full 
of People able to work, but unable to procure 


any; and chey have to keep from ſtarving 


Numbers more than their Houfe will hold; 
and indeedto keep them from being abſolutely 
ſtarved is all they can. do without actually 
ſtarving themſelves; and as it is I was well 
aflured, that the poors Rates are fix Times 
as much in this laſt Pariſh. as in he firſt ; 
but then to ſum up all, and which accounts 
ſuEciently for all, Tythe is there taken up in 
Kind. In the firſt of theſe Pariſhes there 
are Farmers who yearly ſpend three or 
four Hundred Pounds in the Article of 
Dung only; and lay it all on Farms of about 
Two Hundred Pounds a Vear; in the laſt 
Pariſh: not a ſingle Farmer lays out a twen-· 
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deth Part of that Suin on Manuts, tho ths 
Pariſh lies moch mote: convenient for pro- 
curitg it, and the Farmers in it may come 
by it cheaper. I was in the few Days I Raid 


 here- ſofficiently confitm'd in the Truth of 


my firſt 8entiments on. this Subject, and now 
having by Facts thus fully proved what the 
primary National Diſeaſe is, I venture at the 
Hazard of papal Ecommenication to "— 
Fu a Cure. 


I have ſaid I will propoſe. a may 4 
the Hazard of papal Excommunication, for 
I have nd fear of being anathematized on this 


Occaſion by the Clergy of the Church of 


England; 4 venerable Body, for whom 1 
have the greateſt Reſpect, and to whom, as 
my Remedy is an univerſal Specific, (tho 
ſome may call me Quack for the Expreſ- 
ſion) I am inclined to believe it may, as 
well as to all other Ranks and Degrees: 1 
Men, be highly uſeful. 


The Remedy I propoſe to apply to "Ml 
theſe publick and private Diſorders and 
Complaints, is, that the Legiſlature lay the 


to the Root, and by one ſhort Act of 
_ F 3 * Parliament 


Rent of every Eſtate in the Kingdom, now 
Lable to 1 ythe, as ſhall ſufficzently recom- 
penſe them for what, they loſe : What that 
Portion, ought to be, I ſubmit to the Wil- 
or even 2 Sixth, I believe would injure no 


ee without repining. And what, Sir, can 


ſooner will ſuch a Law paſs, but every Oe- 
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Farliament, aboliſh Tythes i in Kind for ever; 
and in lieu thereof, give to all Perſons: inti- 


tled to Tythes, ſuch a Portion of the fair 


dom of Parliament; an Eighth, a Seventh, 
Man ; nay, perhaps even a Fifth migbt he 
hinder ſuch a Scheme from being carried 


into Execution, as would injure no Man, 
and give Bleſſings to Millions? For no 
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cupier of Lands will beſtir himſelf ; he will 
conſider the Sum to be paid in Lieu of 
Tyche, as Part of his Rent: He-will know 
all he produces more than that, is for him- t 
ſelf : He will cultivate, manure, and ſtock n 


to the utmoſt of his Power: This muft It: 


encreaſe at once the Quantity of Corn raiſed, | A 
the Number of Cattle, and Sheep bred and | © 
fatted : This muſt produce both Work forthe b 
Labourer and Proviſions ; This will leſſen I a 
your Poor: This will encourage your Mer- la 
chants, ManutaQurers, Trades of all Sorts, | 
your 


» 
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your Mariners, your Ship- Builders: Uni- 
verſal Plenty muſt naturally follow: Your 
Ballance of Trade muſt be encreaſed in Pro- 


portion to the Increaſe of your Exports: 
This will encourage Population, raiſe the 
Value of Lands, and add to the publick Re- 
venue. In ſhort, from this fingle Act, 
not a Man in the Kingdom, from che King 
Hen the Throne to "the Labourer in the 

itch, but muſt infallibly receive a Benefit; 
you'll hear of no more Mobbings, burning 
Mills, deſtroying Barns, and Granerics, or 
obſtructing of Markets, but all will rejoice 
and be glad, and their future Proſpects will 
induce them to bear quietly 2 7 Difficulties 
of the preſent Year, EI KO: 


= * 


It may be thought ſome, t 1 am much 
too ſanguine in my Expectations, but I am 
morally ſure Jam not; and I would under. 
take to demonſtrate to any one ſkilled in 
Agriculture, that the Produce of the Lands 
of this Kingdom, will in a very ſhort Time 
be double what it is now, if my Scheme be 
adopted ; if it be, I will glory in it to my 
lateſt Breath ; and if it be not, I ſhall be ſa- 


tified 
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(38) 
| tisfied in having laid this before you, as the 
| only Means in my Power of communicat- 
i ing to thoſe who alone can eſtabliſh it by 
1 Law. | 


I am, &c. 


A FARMER, || 
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1 Sr, 


Y OUR kind Reception and Acknowledg- 
mentof my two laſt Letters emboldens 
me to trouble you with a third, which 1 
aſſure you ſhall have one better Circum- 
ſtance than attends either of my former, 
viz, that of being ſhorter. $1 


I finiſh'd in my laſt what at fir propo- 
ſed, when I thought of offering my Senti- 
ments to you, and left Facts to ſpeak for 
themſſelyes; notdoubtingbut you, and every 
other Gentleman in the Kingdom to whom 
you thought proper to hint the Idea, would 
be able to confirm my Obſervations by a va- 
riety of Inſtances ; and being myſelf well 
ſatisfied that not one Inftance of a rich 
Country Pariſh can be produced, where; 

Tythes 


L 
Tythes are paid in Kind, or one Inſtance 6f 
2 poor - Pariſh where Money is paid in 
Lieu of Tythes: But tho' there is noarguing 
againſt Fagts with any Face, and. tho“ Facts 
known do not want Confirmation, yet one 
may demonſtrate by Calculation how thoſe 
Facts comic to be; not by way of aſcertain- 
ing that thoſe Facts are, for that we fee and 
feel, and therefore ate convinced of without 
Argument or Calculation; but merely to 
employ our Minds, and to account” to 
aurſelves why Things are Which e knG o 
exiſt, In this way have I amig'd' myfelf 
fince the laſt trouble I gave you, and now 
venture to expoſe the Reſult of my further 
Conſideration on the fame Topic to you ; 
fot feating but that you, who knowl do not 
hepe to ſetup for an-accurate Arithmetician, 
and that I have no mathematical Skill, will 


pardon, if you cannot approve the manner 


of =y doing! It. 


1 muſt premiſe that my Calculations are 
formed from the Huſbaxdry of my owl 


Country, 


(41) 
Coutitry, and that as this differs much in 
different Counties, ſo no Calculation that 
can be made will ſuit all; but apply. the 
:thod ſeverally to the ſeveral Species of 
Huſbandry, and the Concluſton will and muſt 
be the ſame from all. 


I am better enabled to ein heving the 
annual Acconnts of my own Farm before 
me: My Rent was Two Hundred Pounds 
pet Annum, for which I had Three Hundred 
meafur'd Acres of Land encloſed; One 
Hundred Acres were good. arable Land, al- 
moſt another Hundred indifferent, Twenty 
Acres of tolerable Meadow, and the reſt poor 
tough Ground : when I began to manure 
largely I had a Wheat Laying of Half my 
beſt Land, this I fallowed well ; that is, I 
plough'd it early in the Spring to rot the 
Weeds, and hartow'd the Surface to looſen 
the Earth from the Roots, and better to ſtifle | 
the Graſs ; when this Purpoſe was anſwer'd, 
I turn'd it back; then harrow'd it to bring 
up the ſour Graſs of which it was full 
when this was well roafled by the Sun, I 
ploughed it acroſs; which is what we call 
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ſticring it; then with my Drags and Harrows 


J work'd up the reſt of the Graſs which had 


eſcaped the firſt Harrowing ; but finding it 
very rough and cloddy, after the firſt Rain 
I roll'd it well to break the Clads, and then 
re-harrow'd it ; but for fear of not having 
ſufficiently deſtroy'd the Graſs, in the latter 
End of June and beginning of Fuly 1 ſtirr'd 
it again; after which I harrow'd and dragg'd 
it, and fo left the Weeds expoſed for: Six 
Weeks to the hot Summer's Sun: It now 
anſwer'd my Wiſhes, I laid on Thirty Acres 
Twenty Loads of Dung to an Acre brought 
from a diſtant Town at the Expence of Seven 
Shillings a Cart Load; the reſt I manur'd 
with Dung made on the Farm; and by the 
End of September it was all ridged up in good 
Order, and the whole was ſow'd before the 
middle of November: The Wheat ell came 


up well; but in the March following, and 


from thence to the next Harveſt, I ſaw a 
confiderable Difference in Favour of that 
Land which had received the expenſive 
Manure; and after the Harveſt I found a 
very ſenſible one indeed; for I had after the 
Rate of one Fourth more of thiath'd Wheat 
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off every” Acre of theſe Thirty Acres upon an 
Average than off the other ; beſides near the 
double Quantity of Straw, to encreaſe the 
Manure of the next Year: I went on in 
much the ſame Manner with only ſmall Va- 


riatjons according to Weather and Seaſons 


for* Four Years; and when I had got the 
whole into good Heart, and clean, I broke 
up moſt of my rough Ground, which in 
Time, with conſiderable Expence for Tillage 
and Manure, came to bear tolerable Crops 
of Corn; and now I began to reap largely 
the Fruits of my Expences; and my. Ac- 
counts eachYear afterwards upon an Average 
ſtood nearly as follows: 
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Provitiohs fot my ſelf and Family Beiag 
moſtly the Produce df the Farm, I believe I 
may fairly ſay 1 was now every Year cncrea» 
fing in Wealth (£2900 the £91 paying for 
all Neceſſaries purchaſed, whigh the Farm did 


not ſupply, together with the Intereſt᷑ of my 
Stock. 


And now I will give you an Averagy Ac 


count as it ſtood befere mee provetnenſa 
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By theſe fair States of the Accounts brought. 


to an Average, and compared, the great 
Benefit of Manuring not only to the Farmer 


but the Public, appears as plain as the Sun 
at Noon; for as to the Farmer, tho' in the 
firſt part of my Time I lived as cloſe as a 
Man could do, I did not fave above £100 
per Annum, inſtead of £200 which I faved 
afterwards when I lived better; and as it 
cauſed the ſame Land to produce ſo much 
more for the public Uſe, the Public w.s be 
nefited in that Proportion. But now to 
apply theſe Calculations to the Point I haye 
treated upon in my laſt Letter ; if the Tythe 
had been taken up in Kind, what Advantage 
ſhould I have reap'd then? On this Suppo- 
fition the Tythe of my Corn only is £73 
| lofe my Tenth Lamb, my Tenth Fleece, 
the Tenth of my Poultry, the Tenth of my 
Dairy, my Tenth Calf, my Tenth Pig, all 
which put together can't be leſs Loſs to the 
Farmer than £40 more, and, what is worſe” 
than all this, the Tenth of my Wheat Straw, 
my Barley Straw, my Peaſe Halm, and my 
Hay is gone too; ſo that I have loſt a Tenth 


Part of my Manure for the next Year ; nd 
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"7 unloſe Ila out more for — Voarrhus 


woukl otherwiſebe nocaſfary, my Farm muſt 
gradually get poocer, till it comes to what it 
was before I began; and this is a Lots ins 
eftimable:both to the Farmer and the Public: 
Bueſuppoſe Lendeavour to remedy this, and 
buy a Tenth part more Dung than ufa, 
which will coſt me Twenty Pounds at leak; 
I:then loſe that Tyne in fetching it that 


ould be employed upon my Fallows, and 


other geceſſary Buſineſs of the Farm; and 
not only this, I muſt ſti}! buy another Tenth 
to make up the Loſs of the Produce of the 
Dung 1 made at home ; fo that I muſt add 
another Twenty Pounds to this Article alfo, 


beſides the Loſs of more Time from my 


Plough ; and if we reckon nothipg for this 
Leis of Time, tho” as Scaſons happen it is 
atten of great Prejudice. to the next Crop, 


the Account will ſtand thus: 


Additional Profit by manuring if Tythe 
be not paid in Kind 1 
If Ty the be taken upin Kind no more than 19 


And now, Sir, can you, can the Public, 


4 the Rulers of the Kingdom expect, that 
the 
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that the Farmer, under theſe Diſadvantages, 
can, or will even attempt, at a great Ex- 
pence, and with great Care, Labour, and 
Hazard to make his Ground produce its 
utmoſt, without any Advantage to himſelf ? 
for by the Time he has made his full Deduc- 
tions, even the poor Balance above ſtated, 
to make the beſt Appearance on Behalf of 
manuring and good Cultivation, will vaniſk ' 
into Smoak, and never be found in his 
Pocket : Depend upon it I have pointed out 
the only Way to make the Nation wealthy 
and happy. Tis plain to common Senſe, 
that the Land of the Nation is capable to 
double its Produce, and that nothing hinders 
it but the taking of Tythe in kind. Remove 
this, and you remove from your Country 
every Evil to be rationally feared; but let the 
Diſeaſe continue, and God only knows 
where it will terminate; for, as wenow go on, 
Nineteen Twentieths of the Land is yearly 
impoveriſhing, and in Time will be able to 
produce nothing, 
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A FARMER. 


